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CATHOLIC PARISH CHURCH  ~  CHAPLAINCY TO KINGSTON UNIVERSITY





portsmouth road ~ kingston upon thames ~ kt1 - 2na ~ tel 020 8 541 4999 (office)





Fr. Vincent Flynn ~ parish priest/chaplain





4  westfield rd ~ surbiton ~ kt6 - 4el ~ tel. 020 8 390 6131





� HYPERLINK "http://www.straphael.org.uk" ��www.straphael.org.uk�    � HYPERLINK "mailto:straphaelparishoffice@googlemail.com" ��straphaelparishoffice@googlemail.com�

















9.30 am Family Mass	Terry Summers  


11.30am Sung Mass	The People of the Parish


5.00pm Quiet Mass	John Kinanhan





Rosary & Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 4.00pm  


 








Mon 1st December    	                     Advent Feria  


10.00am			                     Lucie Josephides RIP       





Tue 2nd December     	                     Advent Feria         


10.00am		      	                     Mrs A Lucalkw – Vander Linden





Wed 3rd December		       Advent Feria  	                     


10.00am				       Liz & Don (Recently Married) 


5.00pm (Mass at Kingston University)     Phyllis Devaney RIP	


	


Thu 4th December    	                     Advent Feria 


10.00am                                                  The Decease members of the Feriari & Stileman Famillies     


   	


Fri 5th December         	Advent Feria


10.00am	In reparation for the sin of abortion                                   


                       


Sat 6th December			      Advent Freia


10.00am 	    		       Jim Daley


      





9.30 am Family Mass	Paddy Clerkin RIP  


11.30am Sung Mass	Dennis Sumner RIP


5.00pm Quiet Mass	The People of the parish





Rosary & Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 4.00pm  








 Thank you for last Sunday’s Collections





Offertory - £617.57


Gift Aid - £238.00


Total - £855.57





 








The Rosary 


is recited daily in the Church at 9.45am 


(4pm on Sundays)








Today is the First Sunday in Advent. This season has a two fold character. It is a time of preparation for Christmas, when Christ’s first coming is remembered; and it is a time to direct our minds and hearts to his second coming. Advent is therefore a time of devout and joyful expectation. Let us use these weeks before Christmas, when it seems the rest of the world is only interested in tinsel and mince pies, to prepare spiritually to welcome the Christ Child into our hearts at Christmas.





The Advent wreath is a long-standing Catholic tradition. However, the actual origins are uncertain. There is evidence of pre-Christian Germanic peoples using wreaths with lit candles during the cold and dark December days as a sign of hope in the future warm and extended-sunlit days of Spring. In Scandinavia during Winter, lighted candles were placed around a wheel, and prayers were offered to the god of light to turn “the wheel of the earth” back toward the sun to lengthen the days and restore warmth. 





By the Middle Ages, the Christians adapted this tradition and used Advent wreaths as part of their spiritual preparation for Christmas. After all, Christ is “the Light that came into the world” to dispel the darkness of sin and to radiate the truth and love of God (cf. John 3:19-21). By 1600, both Catholics and Lutherans had more formal practices surrounding the Advent wreath. 





The symbolism of the Advent wreath is beautiful. The wreath is made of various evergreens, signifying continuous life. The circle of the wreath, which has no beginning or end, symbolizes the eternity of God, the immortality of the soul, and the everlasting life found in Christ.  All together, the wreath of evergreen depicts the immortality of our soul and the new, everlasting life promised to us through Christ, the eternal Word of the Father, who entered our world becoming true man and who was victorious over sin and death through His own passion, death, and resurrection. 





The four candles represent the four weeks of Advent. A tradition is that each week represents one thousand years, which total the 4,000 years from Adam and Eve until the Birth of the Saviour. Three candles are purple and one is rose. The purple candles in particular symbolize the prayer, penance, and preparatory sacrifices and good works undertaken at this time. The rose candle is lit on the third Sunday, Gaudete Sunday, when the priest also wears rose vestments at Mass; Gaudete Sunday is the Sunday of rejoicing, because the faithful have arrived at the midpoint of Advent, when their preparation is now half over and they are close to Christmas. The progressive lighting of the candles symbolizes the expectation and hope surrounding our Lord’s first coming into the world and the anticipation of His second coming to judge the living and the dead. 





The light again signifies Christ, the Light of the world. A fifth white candle placed in the middle of the wreath represents Christ and is lit on Christmas Eve. 
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The cost of The Catholic Herald will rise to £1.20 from next Sunday 





Surbiton High School 


will hold it’s annual Senior Citizen’s Party on Tuesday 9th December from 2.30pm – see poster at the back of the Church for details 





There will be a Solemn High Mass in the Extra-ordinary Form


of the Roman Rite (Tridentine) at St. Joseph’s Church, New Malden, at 12noon on Monday 1st December the Feast of the Martyrs of the Venerable English College, Rome.





            Thursday Evening, 7.30pm  


                      In Alexander House


                (Hall to the right of the Church)











      


    Saturday mornings at 10.30am





‘From Darkness to Light’


An advent celebration


7.00pm Sunday 7th December at


St. Joseph’s Church, New Malden


followed by wine & Nibbles


See the poster in the Church Porch for more details 








There is a 2nd Collection today for


the maintenance of


St. Georges Cathedral





�








If you would like a Sanctuary Lamp to burn night and day contact either the  parish office or the sacristan. Recommended donation is £5








�





�











     First Holy Communion 


          classes


	





         The Sanctuary Lamps


       are burning for  


     Bastille Family &


The Holy Souls 


 








�





S T.  J O S E P H ’ S  C A T H O L I C  P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L





The Fairfield ~ Kingston Upon Thames ~ KT1 – 2UP ~ Tel. 020 8546 – 7178 ~ email -� HYPERLINK "mailto:jsp@rbksch.org" \o "mailto:jsp@rbksch.org" �jsp@rbksch.org�





Boys & Girls Aged 3-11 ~ Breakfast Club from 8.00am ~ After School Club until 6.00pm





striving for excellence ~ Catholic education ~ family environmnent 





Mrs. Merryl Roberson ~ Headteacher





CathSoc.


Holy Mass


Wednesday 5.00pm


Penrhyn Road


Chaplaincy Room
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	                  Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament


	     Sunday 	4.00pm


	     Thursday	10.30am - 12 noon


	For vocations to the Sacred Priesthood


	Saturday	10.30am – 11.00am


	     








�





St. Raphael’s  35th Annual 


Parish Dinner


‘Dine & Jive’


Kingston Lodge Hotel


24th January 2009


Tickets cost £40 


meal, coffee and wine.


Disco by Radio Jackie DJ


Contact Susie:


020 8 339 9389 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:susieduffy@blueyonder.co.uk" ��susieduffy@blueyonder.co.uk�











Confessions


Sunday			Saturday


9.00am – 9.20am	10.30am – 11.00am


11.00am – 11.20am


4.30pm – 4.50pm





Thursday


10.30am – 11.45 (Priest available)


When there is Exposition




















St. Raphael’s Annual Senior Citizens Party.  For over 40 years St. Raphael's Parish has organised this party which this year will be held between 3 – 5.30pm on Sunday 1st February 2009 at St. Joseph's School.


The party is free and open to any senior citizen in the Borough. We will also welcome accompanying carers. Partygoers will receive a glass of sherry or beer on arrival followed by full afternoon tea. There will be a raffle, community singing, bingo and entertainment. 


Admission is free, but by ticket only. If you would like to attend, please contact Michael in the Parish Office on 020 8 541 4999.


We can arrange transport for anyone who is unable to make the journey unaided.





30th November 2008	
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