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26 January 2003



No. 2088

homelessness sunday

old folks christmas party

A big thank you to all who worked so hard to make the party such a resounding success. It was a most joyful occasion and, dare I say, professionally run. The Mayor, Mayoress and our local MP were delighted. A special thanks to Michelle Banks who worked so hard organising the day and then ensuring everything came together and worked so smoothly.

parish council

Next meeting Tuesday 

28 January, 104 Maple Road.

250 club

The parish club was formed in 1976 to raise funds for the parish. Since then, it has raised over £28,000 and given out over £42,000 to members in prize money. Membership is £12 per year with a monthly 

1st prize of £50 & 2nd prize of £10, with a quarterly draw of £200. It is an excellent way of supporting your parish and, hopefully, winning some money for yourself at the same time. The draw will take place each month after the 9.30am Sunday Mass in the small hall next to the Church. If you are interested in becoming a member, please call Mr. Peter Tull 020 8399 2382.

mother & toddler group

Meet every Monday in the Claremont Hall from 9.00am – 11.30am. If you are a toddler, why not come along with your mother.






Q1
What is Confession?

A
Confession is the term used for the sacrament given to us by Jesus whereby all the sins that we have committed after baptism are forgiven. The sacrament is also known as the sacrament of penance and the sacrament of reconciliation.

Q2
What is sin?

A
Sin is a generic term covering all the things that we do wrong which are offensive to God.

Q3
What is Original sin?

A
There are three types of sin: original, grave & venial. Original sin refers to the offence against God by the first man and woman Adam & Eve. Because of that sin, the human race lost communion with God, making entrance into heaven impossible. Every human being is born into a state of original sin. In effect, we are born into a race that has fallen from union with God. When we are baptised union with God is restored, sanctifying Grace is infused into the soul, together with the three theological virtues: Faith, Hope and Love. In the new Adam (Jesus), we gain even more than was lost: we become God’s sons and daughters through Christ and can call God Father. Unfortunately, even after baptism there is still that attraction to sin within us. This is what we call concupiscence a sort of downward pull, making the things of this world seem far more attractive than they actually are. 

Q4
What’s the difference between Grave and Venial sin?

A
Both are bad, as they offend God and cause a blockage in our relationship with Him. They both hinder our human and spiritual growth and have a negative effect on the Church and society. The differences however, are major. A grave (or mortal) sin kills God’s life of grace within us and cuts us off from God. A venial sin hinders the life of grace but does not kill it.

Q5
What is a Mortal sin?
Three conditions must be met together for something to be classified a mortal (grave) sin: the object of the sin must be grave matter (eg. Murder, adultery, stealing), the sin must be committed with full knowledge (I know this is wrong and breaks God’s law) and full consent (sufficiently deliberate to be a personal choice).

Q6
What is a venial sin?

A
A venial sin is an offence against God, which does not deprive the soul of sanctifying grace – God’s life in the soul. Effectively it means that on our journey to complete union with God, we are not on the wrong road heading away from God, as is the case with a grave sin, we are slowing or hindering our progress. 

Q7
So how often should we go to confession?

A
As soon as we are aware that we are culpable of a mortal sin. To aid our growth in holiness I would recommend weekly or monthly confession. At the minimum, if culpable of a mortal sin, once a year. Remember if we have committed a mortal sin, we should not receive Holy Communion - as you need to be in a state of grace to receive Our Lord in such a wonderful sacrament.

Q8
If I die in a state of mortal sin will I spend a longer period in purgatory being purified?

A
God is merciful and only He knows the human heart. However, there is a danger if we die having not confessed in kind and number our mortal sins and repented of them. God may allow us to live in eternity separated from him, as that is how we chose to live our life on earth. And yes, that is what we call Hell.

Q9
Can’t I just say sorry to God at home?

A
Sorrow at home is the action of the Holy Spirit preparing us for reconciliation. If we offend a person, then we have to go to them and say sorry. In confession, we are face to face with Jesus through His priest; this is the ordinary means for us to be reconciled. We also receive grace to help us to resist sin in the future, as well as Our Lord giving us advice and guidance through His priest.

Q10
What should I do, if I physically or morally can’t get to confession?

A
Physical impossibility would be no access to a priest due to, for example, distance or being hospital bound. Moral impossibility would be, for example, if the priest were a relative or close friend. In those situations, you should make a perfect act of contrition and try to get to a priest as soon as possible. We should remember that the sacraments are the sure, guaranteed and ordinary means of receiving sanctifying grace. God is of course not bound by His sacraments. The Church is like a loving mother providing her children with all that they need to live full and wholesome lives. I don’t think that someone lying on their deathbed would regret having gone regularly to confession!





ST. RAPHAEL’S  CATHOLIC  CHURCH


&


CHAPLAINCY  TO  KINGSTON  UNIVERSITY





PORTSMOUTH ROAD ~ KINGSTON UPON THAMES





Parish Priest: Fr. Vincent Flynn





Presbytery:    102 Maple Road, Surbiton, Surrey, KT6 – 4AL.





Telephone:     020 8399 – 1574


http://www.rc.net/southwark/straphael/index.htm





mass intentions


psalter week III; weekday readings ferial cycle I





Sunday 26th January 2003


third sunday in ordinary time (b)


Readings


1st Jonah 3:1-5.10; Psalm Ps. 24; 2nd 1Cor. 7:29-31; Gospel Mk. 1:14-20





9.30am		Alma Cockle, RIP


11.30am		Hennessy-Costello Hayden Family


5.00pm				People of the Parish


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Monday 27th 		Feria


10.00am				Deceased Members of the O’Flaherty Family


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Tuesday 28th 		Memorial, St. Thomas Aquinas, Priest & Doctor of the Church


10.00am				Bill Woollscroft, RIP


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Wednesday 29th 	Feria


10.00pm				Thanksgiving


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Thursday 30th 	Feria


10.00am			Linda Holland


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Friday 31st  			Memorial, St. John Bosco, Priest 


10.00am			Rodney Olley


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


1st February


Saturday 				Optional Memorial, The Blessed Virgin Mary


10.00am				Deceased Members of the Annett Family


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Sunday 2 February 2003


presentation of the lord (candlemas)





9.30am		People of the Parish


11.30am		Dennis Sumner, RIP


5.00pm				Erwin Janota








Confessions: 	Saturday 	10.30am – 11.00am





	Sunday	9.00am – 	9.20am





		11.00am – 11.20am





		4.30pm – 	4.50pm





		Thursday	10.45am – 11.45am

















catholic parliamentary internships


The Bishops of England & Wales are introducing a new scheme for young Catholic graduates. Beginning in Autumn 2003, the successful applicants will be given an intensive experience of life in parliament as they work with an MP for 10 months. Following a programme worked out by the Bishops, the graduates will learn the inner workings of the Catholic Church and her agencies. Master Level classes will be provided in ethics and the Church’s social teaching. Visits to institutions abroad will include a trip to the Vatican and EU offices in Brussels. Regular spiritual guidance and an eight-day retreat will also be available. Financial support will be provided to cover living and travel costs for the duration of the internship.


This is an excellent opportunity. For more details, please see Fr. Vincent.





3	To Confess Grave sins at least once a year
























































receiving holy communion





On the tongue: Open your mouth wide, put your head back and 


put out your tongue.


In the Hand:	Left hand flat on top of right hand and then 


with finger and thumb, place the Sacred Host


on your tongue, before you leave the altar rail.


Communion on the tongue reminds us that Jesus the Good Shepherd is feeding us. Communion in the hand – the hand is throne on which the King rests.





eucharistic adoration


Every Thursday there is adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in the Church from 10.30am – 12.00pm. It is a time to reflect and speak to Our Lord. He is always there waiting, eager to spend time with us. There are prayers, singing and an opportunity to go to confession. Why not join us if you are free.


Every Sunday, Rosary, Benediction, & Confession 4pm.











