[image: image1.jpg]



24 November 2002



No. 2079

vote on mass times
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I am most grateful to all of you who took part in the consultation process on the new times of Sunday Mass. I am particularly grateful for your prayers and support. Last Tuesday I met with my parish council to review the process and results. Both they and I are happy that all options and opinions have now been considered. I have now written to Bishop Tripp and briefed him fully on the process, comments, fears & concerns that have been expressed. I have added my votum, proposing what I consider to be in the best interest of the parish. What I proposed was not my personal choice. We now await His Lordship’s decision.

maple road presbytery

You have now had an opportunity to read and comment on the architect and surveyors report on our three sites: St. Raphael’s Church, Claremont Hall and the Maple Road Presbytery. All three sites are in urgent need of essential major repair. I have now had an opportunity to discuss the three sites with my finance committee. We are agreed that our main priority is the restoration of St. Raphael’s Church. My personal aim to see St. Raphael’s restored and then consecrated! With the weekly collection being relatively low, we do not have sufficient funds to tackle all the major building projects required on the three sites. Therefore, what I propose is that we sell the presbytery, currently our biggest liability, and purchase a smaller house, which could be an interim presbytery. [I say interim, because other options, such as building a new presbytery, will be considered.] The current presbytery is two Edwardian houses joined together, forming one ten-bedroom house. It was an appropriate size, for three priests, a guestroom and a housekeeper, in years gone by. Now that we are going down to one priest, the presbytery is too big to maintain and the cost of repairs and renovation would be over ¼ million. As much as I love the house and recognise its potential, sacrifices must be made.
the advent season

Next Sunday marks the beginning of Advent. ‘Advent’ means coming. So, in the Advent season we prepare for the coming of the Lord. The Season has a twofold character: we reflect on the first coming of Our Lord at the Incarnation and we direct our hearts and minds towards His second coming. Usually, Advent is a very busy time of the year for most people and we can so easily loose the feelings of expectancy, joyful hope and prayerful anticipation that the season of Advent offers us.

This year on each Sunday of Advent we have two Advent preparation groups that will meet after the nine o’clock Mass, following coffee in the small hall next to the Church. We will reflect on the Gospel readings, the history of God’s people and the implications of our lifestyle on the world that we are building for our children. Is it a world that reflects the challenging message of Jesus in all its power and fullness? Everyone is welcome to join a group. Let us pray that God will bless our efforts.

There is always need to further cultivate the important bond between the parish and our primary school, St. Joseph’s. Over the coming weeks the children from the school will be reflecting the Sunday readings for Advent in their art work, which will be displayed in the small hall over Christmas. 

child protection officer

I have now, with the unanimous agreement of the parish Council, appointed Mrs Vanessa Vaughan as the child protection officer for our parish. This appointment is for five years, allowing for stability of office. Mrs Vaughan acts with my full authority and support in ensuring that every effort is made to protect children, teenagers and vulnerable adults in our parish. In order to ensure her independence, I personally give up the right to remove her from office and will do so only for a grave reason and with the express permission of the diocesan bishop or his delegate. 

Mrs Vaughan is the Headteacher of St. Mary’s Catholic primary school in Wimbledon. She is fully versed in the diocesan policy and procedures on child protection issues. She is a parishioner of

 St. Raphael’s.




christmas market


saturday 30 november 1-4 pm





One of the highlights of our parish year is the Christmas Market. This year all proceeds will go to the purchasing of essential books for our primary school. At present, there are not enough books for the children to take a book home to read at night!


Peter Sebastian, who is organising the market, needs our help:


Running stalls. (Stallholders’ meeting on Tuesday 12 November at 8.00pm, 104 Maple Road)


On the day itself to help with teas, or helping behind stalls;


Help with transporting goods from the Church to Claremont Hall a couple of days before the day and setting out tables for stallholders;


Advertising the Market in the local press;


Arranging for and erecting the large, eye-catching advertising banner above the main door at Claremont Hall;


Donations of raffle prizes;


Selling raffle tickets: please take as many books of tickets as possible;


Lots of donations of good quality goods. This is not a jumble sale, so only good quality stuff in the following categories:


Arts & Crafts


Glassware


Toys & Games


Toiletries & Gifts


Perfume & Jewellery


Cakes, Sweets, Groceries


Bottles (full!) of all sorts


CDs, Records & Tapes


Videos & Books


Stamps and Coins


Bring all goods to the Church or 102/104 Maple Rd.





If you can help in any way as described above, please do contact Peter Sebastian on 020 8399 4343. The more helpers, the easier it gets.





Finally, please come to the Christmas Market at Claremont Hall. It is a chance for the community to get together and to raise essential funds for our school.








ST. RAPHAEL’S  CATHOLIC  CHURCH


&


CHAPLAINCY  TO  KINGSTON  UNIVERSITY





PORTSMOUTH ROAD ~ KINGSTON UPON THAMES





Parish Priest: Fr. Vincent Flynn





Presbytery:    102 Maple Road, Surbiton, Surrey, KT6 – 4AL.





Telephone:     020 8399 – 1574


http://www.rc.net/southwark/straphael/index.htm





mass intentions


24th November 2002 (A)


Ferial Cycle II ~ Psalter Week II


7.00pm	1st Mass of Sunday		Holy Souls





Sunday 24th November 2002


our lord jesus christ the king


End of the Church’s liturgical year





8.30am	St. Joseph’s School, Fairfield		Holy Souls


9.00am	Church			Philip Marley, RIP


10.00am	Claremont Hall, Claremont Road	People of the Parish


10.30am	Church			Holy Souls


12.00pm	Church			Holy Souls


5.30pm		Church			Holy Souls


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Monday 25th 	Feria


7.00am							Holy Souls


10.00am							Clementine Michael, RIP


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Tuesday 26th 	Feria


7.00am							Holy Souls


10.00am							Holy Souls


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Wednesday 27th 	Feria


7.00am							Holy Souls


10.00am							Holy Souls


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Thursday 28th 	Feria


7.00am							Holy Souls


10.00am							Holy Souls


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Friday 29th	 		Feria


7.00am							Holy Souls


10.00am							Holy Souls


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Saturday 30th  	feast, st. andrew, apostle, patron of scotland


				St. Cuthbert Mayne, Martyred Launceston (1577)


7.00am							Holy Souls


10.00am							Holy Souls





7.00pm	1st Mass of Sunday		Holy Souls


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Sunday 1st December 2002


1st sunday of advent (B)


Beginning of the Church’s Liturgical Year





8.30am	St. Joseph’s School, Fairfield		Holy Souls


9.00am	Church			Josefina Arminana


10.00am	Claremont Hall, Claremont Road	Holy Souls


10.30am	Church			People of the Parish


12.00pm	Church			Holy Souls


5.30pm		Church			Holy Souls





st. raphael’s quiz night





A big thank you to Peter & Mary Sebastian and family for organising such a wonderful Quiz Night which raised £300 for parish funds. The atmosphere was excellent – like one big happy family. The questions were clearly the product of highly developed (in a curious way) minds. Thank you to all who took part, making it such a great success. I for one, am looking forward to the next Quis!





Parish priest’s Surgery


Monday 12.00pm – 5.00pm


102, Maple Road


cancelled this week


At all other times, an appointment is advisable.








Confessions: Sat. 10.30am – 11.30am; 6.00pm – 6.50pm; Thurs. 10.45am – 11.45am


Exposition & Benediction: Thursday 10.30am – 12.00pm; Sunday 6.30pm – 7.00pm


Rosary: Monday – Saturday 9.40am; Thursday 10.50am; Sunday 6.30pm





dinner & dance


10 january 2003


tickets £20


call: subash de menezes


020 8390 – 3102


tickets are ltd. going fast






























































Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection


£616.57








