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20 October 2002



No. 2074

consultation on new 

mass times

There are two events in the life of a parish that can cause the most concern to parishioners: the appointment of a new parish priest and the change of the times of Masses. St. Raphael’s is in the unenviable position of having to deal with both in a relatively short period of time and for that I apologise most sincerely.

As you know, the holy sacrifice of the Mass is at the very heart of our faith as Catholics. It is, as Vatican II reminded us, ‘the source and the sign of our unity.’ For this reason the ideal is that in every parish there should be but one celebration of the Eucharist on a Sunday, to which all gather as brothers and sisters in the one Lord, with each person fulfilling his or her role as an active member of the body of Christ. This is the ideal, to which we attain. Obviously, the ideal cannot be realised at present for a variety of reasons. 

Back in the 1950’s and 1960’s, 

St. Raphael’s had a Mass attendance of between 1300 to 1500 people. With such a large number of people attending, the Bishop at the time responded by appointing three priests to the parish. As the Church was relatively small and could only seat 180 people comfortably, the priests each celebrated two Sunday Masses plus one other on a three-week rota. Other venues were found over time such as the Claremont Hall and St. Joseph’s School. Three priests, three locations and seven Masses was an appropriate response to the need at the time from all concerned: the Bishop, the priests and the people.

Today, our situation is very different. The Mass attendance now averages around 450 people. In response to this decline, the Archbishop has appropriately appointed just one priest to the parish. That means that you and I must now together re-evaluate our needs and abilities, in a spirit of prayerful trust in God and respect for each other, and respond in faith by laying new foundations for the future of our parish. I will give you a word of warning before we begin. Because the Eucharist is a source and a sign of our unity, the devil will use this situation to sow seeds of disunity. That is why it is essential that each one of us approach this period of decision in a spirit of prayer. In arriving at a decision, our aim should not simply be to satisfy our own needs in the world of our own convenience, but rather to look for what is best for the parish as a whole. I do not believe that we as a parish will have a problem in dealing in a mature manner with these and other difficult decisions. Since my arrival in the parish, my experience has been of a wonderful parish where the people could not have shown me more warm a welcome, support and understanding. Peoples’ self sacrifices in order to build up and contribute to the life of the parish is truly edifying. I have genuinely been encouraged by your faith. I acknowledge that change is difficult and that it is impossible to please everyone. In advance, I apologise.

Fr. Gabriel Okoye has assisted the parish for over twelve years. While not being a priest of the diocese, he kindly offered to remain in the parish to help me settle in. I am most grateful to him and very much enjoy his company & prayerful disposition. In all likelihood, Fr. Gabriel will be moving on sometime after Christmas or into the New Year – other parish priests are already approaching him. Fr. Gabriel is a very gifted and caring priest who has worked hard and with conviction to do God’s will. 

Under Canon Law, (The laws promulgated by Our Holy Father for the whole Church) a priest is only permitted to celebrate Holy Mass once a day. If there is a scarcity of priests, the Bishop may allow the priest to celebrate twice on a Sunday for a good reason. If pastoral need requires it the bishop may permit the priest to celebrate three Masses. In an emergency and as a one off the Bishop could permit the priest to celebrate a fourth Mass. If the situation were to continue, the priest would have to appeal to the Holy Father for an indult to celebrate a fourth Mass on a regular basis. When I discussed the matter of changes to our current schedule of Masses with the parish council, they did not feel that our situation warranted an appeal to the Holy Father! So the parameters in which we can operate are clearly defined by the law, the maximum number of Masses which one priest can celebrate are three. I am happy and willing to celebrate the maximum number and the Archbishop has graciously given me permission to do so. The times of the Masses are immaterial to me. My desire is to serve the parish and accommodate as many as is possible.

Two questions remain, which we as a parish must answer. 


1)
At what times should the three Masses be celebrated?

2) Where should the three Masses be celebrated?

The parish council has come up with two proposed options


As the Saturday evening Mass is so poorly attended, possibly due to it being so late (7pm) and with there being parking restrictions up until 6.30pm, the council thought it best not to include a Mass on Saturday evening as part of the options. Our neighbouring parishes (Kingston, Tolworth, Norbiton & New Malden) offer Saturday evening Masses if someone really needed to attend at that time. It is important, in arriving at a decision, that we operate from within the deanery and not in isolation from it. For this reason the council tried to choose times of Masses which would both suit our needs and avoid duplicating times when Mass is being celebrated in other local parishes.

The procedure of consultation will be as follows:

20 October – 3 November 

period of consultation





During this period people can speak to

Fr. Vincent after Mass or telephone him; see him at the parish surgery on Monday between 12pm - 6pm (no appointment needed); make an appointment or, if someone is genuinely unable to visit him he will call to the persons residence. If someone would rather speak to the chair of the parish council, simply leave a note in the sacristy addressed to Mr. Peter Sebastian and he will contact you, or you can call him on 8399 - 4343.

3 Novenber



consultation vote





Every parishioner will be given a voting card and asked to choose between options A & B. Within their chosen option they will be invited to indicate which Mass they will attend on a regular basis & where they would like it to be celebrated: Church, hall or school. The parish council have correctly noted that Mass should be celebrated only in a Church and that other venues should only be considered for a genuine pastoral need.


4 novemebr
assessment

1)
Fr. Vincent, having listened to the parish and carefully considered the consultative vote and comments made, will write to the bishop requesting him to issue a decree permitting the new times of Masses.



OR


2)
If there are areas to be reconsidered a meeting of the parish council will be called and or the parish will be re-consulted.

decree from bishop tripp


Upon receipt of the decree from Bishop Tripp the parish will be informed of His Lordships decision and the new schedule of Masses will be announced for four consecutive Sundays and go into effect on the fifth Sunday. (This is the usual procedure though the Bishop is free to change the time period)

 MASS INTENTIONS

20 October 2002 ~ 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) ~

         Ferial Cycle II ~ Psalter Week I

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Monday 21st Feria


7.00 AM
Mary & Bill Sim, RIP

10.00 AM
David & Elaine Keating 25th Wedding Anniversary

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Tuesday 22nd 
Feria
7.00 AM
Mary & Bill Sim, RIP

10.00 AM

Ralph Moysey, RIP
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Wednesday 23rd 
Feria
7.00 AM
Angela, Jackie & relatives

10.00 AM
Alberta O’Brien, RIP

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thursday 24th 
Memorial, St. Anthony Mary Claret, Bishop
7.00 AM
Bill Woollscroft, RIP
10.00 AM
Hugh O’Hagan, RIP

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Friday 25th 
Feria
7.00 AM
Angela, Jackie & relatives

10.00 AM


Thomas O’Brien, RIP

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Saturday 26th 
Optional Memoria, Our Lady
7.00 AM
Mary & Bill Sim, RIP

10.00 AM
Anne Evans, RIP

7.00 PM
1st Mass of  Sunday
Bill Woollscroft, RIP

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sunday 27th October

8.30 AM
St. Joseph’s School, Fairfield 

Collins & Maquire Families

9.00 AM
Church 

Bill Woollscroft, RIP

10.00 AM
Claremont Hall, Claremont Road 
People of the Parish

10.30 AM
Church 
Maria Walker

12.00 PM
Church 

Holy Souls

5.30 PM
Church
Angela, Jackie & relatives

National mass count

Today is the last day for the Mass Count. Would all sacristans be so kind as to ensure that a head count is carried out at every Mass. It might be useful if those who take the collections do the counting. These statistics are sent to the diocese and then on to the Holy See, who collates the data from all over the World. It is important to be accurate as the tax we pay to the diocese is based partly on the numbers attending Mass.


Thank you for:
last Sunday’s Collection 
£ 



Needs of the Diocese
£ 

parish finance committee

There being no objections from the parish, I hereby appoint the following to the parish finance committee for a maximum period of one year renewable, effective immediately: Patrick Flynn, Peter Tull, Michael Seviour & Neil ward.

photos of stained

glass windows
Some of you have expressed an interest in buying a copy of the photo of the stained glass window, which was presented to Fr Dominic on his retirement. The photo, which is on display on Our Lady’s Altar, is of the stained glass windows above the high altar. Prices quoted: 8x6 ins copy is £29.00; 10x8 ins copy is £44.00, each mounted in card. For glass and frame, add another £11.00. The more photos purchased, the lower the price.  If anyone is interested, please contact Dymphna de Menezes on 020 8390 3102.

christmas market
There is much to be done to organise the Christmas Market on 30 November and I am relying on as many of you as possible to help raise money.  Peter Sebastian, who is organising the Market, is distributing flyers to explain how each of you can help in different ways. Please give him all your support.  A stallholders meeting will be held on Tuesday 12 November.  If you want to help, contact Peter Sebastian on 020 8 399 4343.

st. raphael’s quiz night
The Sebastian and Howell families are organising a fundraising Quiz Night. This has the reputation of being a real fun event.  You can form a team of  eight people, but don’t worry at all if you are coming alone: we shall be only too pleased to find a team for you.  Please do all you can to support this event. Tickets(£6.50 Adults, £3.50 under 18s) are really good value as they include a Fish ‘N’ Chip / Chicken ‘N’ Chip supper.  Tickets on sale from Peter Sebastian, 020 8 399 4343. 
2nd Collection today for the association for the propagation of the faith
The Association is the Church’s official organ for the support of the Foreign Missions.

mother & toddler group

The group will not meet this Monday, 21 October, on account of it being half term

Parish priest’s Surgery





no appointment needed


This Monday 12pm – 6pm at the Presbytery.


Enquiries: Baptisms, Weddings, Masses, book appointments, a quick word etc.


At all other times, an appointment is advisable.





ST. RAPHAEL’S  CATHOLIC  CHURCH


&


CHAPLAINCY  TO  KINGSTON  UNIVERSITY





PORTSMOUTH ROAD ~ KINGSTON UPON THAMES





Parish Priest: Fr. Vincent Flynn





Presbytery:    102 Maple Road, Surbiton, Surrey, KT6 – 4AL.





Telephone:     020 8399 - 1574





THIS WEEK





Monday


9.40am		Rosary


Tuesday


9.40am		Rosary


Wednesday


9.40am		Rosary


Thursday


9.40am		Rosary


10.30am		Rosary, Exposition 


10.45 – 11.45	Confessions


11.45am		Benediction


12.00pm		Angelus


2.00pm		Legion of Mary


Friday


9.40am		Rosary


Saturday


9.40am		Rosary


10.30am – 11.30	Confessions


6.00pm – 6.50	Confessions


sunday


10.00am		1st Holy Communion 


Classes


6.30pm		Rosary & Benediction











A


8.00am		mass


9.30am		family mass


11.30am		solemn mass








B


9.30am		family mass


11.30am		solemn mass


5.00pm		mass











