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2 February 2003



No. 2089

year of the holy rosary

danger

You will have noticed that the sides of the Church have now been cordoned off. This is because there are small pieces of masonry falling off the Church, and there shouldn’t be. The full survey, weather permitting, will take place this week. Please ensure that children are supervised and do not go into the restricted area.


fire at the school

Last Friday a major fire broke out at our primary school, St. Joseph’s. Thankfully, owing to the professionalism of the staff, 

the school was evacuated promptly and no one was hurt. Please keep the children and the staff in your prayers; obviously, such an event is traumatic.

parish council

We had a very good and constructive meeting last Tuesday. We are very blessed to have such a dedicated council – but don’t tell them, they may want a pay rise!





Q1
What is Holy Communion?

A
Holy Communion is the Body & Blood, Soul & Divinity of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ

Q2
How often should we receive Holy Communion?

A
The Church encourages us to receive Our Lord in Holy Communion every day. The Church strongly encourages us to receive on Sundays and feast days. As an absolute minimum, we should receive once a year during paschal time. Obviously, we should only receive if we are in a state of grace. If we are aware that we have committed mortal sin, we should go to confession.

Q3
When is paschal time?

A
Paschal time is that period from Palm Sunday to Low Sunday (the Sunday after Easter). The bishops have extended the period during which a person may fulfil their obligation to Trinity Sunday.

Q4
Why is it so important to receive Holy Communion?

A
By receiving Holy Communion we strengthen our union with Jesus. Our Lord tells us ‘he who eats my flesh and drinks my blood lives in me and I in him.’ Jn. 6:56. Just as earthly food produces wonderful effects in the human body by providing us with nutrients and vitamins giving us energy to fulfil our daily duties, the Eucharist acts in the same way but on a spiritual level. It preserves, increases and renews the life of grace which we received at baptism. Just as a healthy body may assist us in our spiritual life so too a healthy spiritual life directly affects our daily life. Catholic anthropology is holistic, it recognises the sacredness of both body and soul.

Q5
Does Holy Communion help us to resist sin?
Yes. Holy Communion is the most powerful remedy for sin, if we receive the Lord in a prepared and worthy, as much as any of us are worthy, state. If you spend time in the presence of someone who is bad, sooner or later their bad habits will either rub off on you or at least wear down your resolve to strive for holiness. When we spend time with Our Lord in Prayer and then receive Him in Holy Communion we become influenced by Him to the point where we recognise that He is the meaning of life. Being in the presence and then receiving Our Lord who is perfection, holiness, love etc we begin to feel not just a dislike for sin but more like a repulsion at smelling and tasting something so hideous compared with what we experience in the Lord.

Q6
How does Holy Communion affect our life style?

A
It affects our lifestyle because it effects the likeness of Christ within us. This means that we view life with a different standard to that of the world. Our aim is not simply to make money and climb up the ladder of success while neglecting those around us. Money is worthless unless we use it for the good of our family for the poor and the needy. When we die we may have reached the top of our profession and amassed a huge fortune but when we go before God he will say: when I was hungry did you feed me, naked and clothe me a stranger and make me welcome etc. The world despises the weak and the poor. The most vulnerable members of society are very often ignored. By living the Eucharistic life, we see our gifts, social position, money everything that we have as a gift from the Lord to be used in His service. When we look at the world through the eyes of Christ we see reality – who I am, who you are. The Holy Spirit gives us this new vision so that we may affect (sanctify) the world even if it means offering the supreme sacrifice – the laying down of our life. 
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mass intentions


psalter week IV; weekday readings ferial cycle I





Sunday 2 February 2003


presentation of the lord (candlemas)


Readings


1st Mal. 3:1-4; Psalm Ps. 23; 2nd Heb. 2:14-18; Gospel Lk. 2:22-40





9.30am		People of the Parish


11.30am		Dennis Sumner, RIP


5.00pm		Erwin Janota


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Monday 3rd 			Feria


10.00am				Ita O’Hagan’s intentions


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Tuesday 4th 		Feria


10.00am				Clare Bromley


12.30pm				requiem mass doreen duffy, rip


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Wednesday 5th 	Memorial, St. Agatha, Virgin & Martyr


10.00pm				Children of Mary & Brendan McCarthy


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Thursday 6th	 	Memorial, SS Paul Miki & Companions, Martyrs


10.00am			Victor Mizzi & Monica Camenzuli, RIP


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Friday 7th 	 			Feria


10.00am			Kate & Christopher, RIP


7.00pm			Deceased members of the O’Brien family


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Saturday 8th 		Optional Memorial, the Blessed Virgin Mary


10.00am				Brian Muldoon, RIP


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Sunday 9 February 2003


fifth sunday in ordinary time (B)





9.30am		D. Beckenham, RIP


11.30am		Kitty, RIP


5.00pm				People of the Parish





Confessions: 	Saturday 	10.30am – 11.00am


	Sunday	9.00am – 	9.20am; 11.00am – 11.20am; 4.30pm – 	4.50pm


		Thursday	10.45am – 11.45am








family action group


I am delighted to announce that a new group is being formed in the parish with a particular focus on the family. The group, rooted in prayer and the social and moral teachings of the Church will have as its mission to offer support and guidance to families and the whole community on current issues facing society. I am appointing Mr. Tom Morrell, one of the members of our parish council, as the co-ordinator. As the group is family action, I am placing the group and its work under the protection of St. Joseph, head of the Holy Family. This also reminds us of the important link between our parish and our school, St. Joseph’s. If you are interested in joining the group or in finding out more, please contact Tom on 020 8390 3403.








catholic parliamentary internships


The Bishops of England & Wales are introducing a new scheme for young Catholic graduates. Beginning in Autumn 2003, the successful applicants will be given an intensive experience of life in parliament as they work with an MP for 10 months. Following a programme worked out by the Bishops, the graduates will learn the inner workings of the Catholic Church and her agencies. Master Level classes will be provided in ethics and the Church’s social teaching. Visits to institutions abroad will include a trip to the Vatican and EU offices in Brussels. Regular spiritual guidance and an eight-day retreat will also be available. Financial support will be provided to cover living and travel costs for the duration of the internship.


This is an excellent opportunity. For more details, please see Fr. Vincent.





4	To receive Holy Communion at least once a year during paschal time
























































peace in the world








This Friday 7th February is the first Friday of the month. In view of the threat of War in the Middle East and terrorist attacks, I should like to encourage all of us to try to spend some time in prayer for peace. If possible, come to the Church. Traditionally on the First Friday, we turn to the Sacred Heart Jesus. True Peace will only come from the Heart of Christ; we need to beg the Lord to change the hearts of those who are so set on evil.





Morning							Evening





9.40	Rosary								6.40	Rosary


10.00	Mass								7.00	Mass


Exposition							7.30	Exposition


Rosary									Rosary


10.45	Confessions							7.45	Confessions


11.40	Divine Mercy Chaplet						8.40	Divine Mercy Chaplet


11.50	Benediction &							8.50	Benediction &


Consecration to the Sacred Heart						Consecration to the Sacred Heart


Angelus								9.00	Salve Regina














