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18 May 2003



No. 2103

lord alton writes about euthanasia

On June 6th the House of Lords will have its first debate on Lord Joffe’s Patient Assisted Dying Bill that seeks to make euthanasia legal. The act of violence will become routine and legal. Care homes and hospices that have traditionally overseen the care of the elderly, the sick or the dying will become charnel houses. In seeking to take possession of the future we will demand of our doctors that they become licensed killers. The collateral effects on society’s attitudes are incalculable.

At Westminster last week one Peer, Baroness Trumpington, a former Health Minster, said that she had not received a single letter opposing euthanasia but had been inundated with letters supporting it. There is a huge write- in campaign. It is co-ordinated by those lobbying for change. The issue for Christians is not whether euthanasia should be endorsed, it is about whether something so fundamental should occur with barely a murmur of protest.

Thirty years ago Christian quietism and a docile, false belief that abortion would never be legalised paved the way for a law that has claimed 6 million lives. With what indifference will we now allow the fate of the unborn to be visited on the sick and the dying?

In writing to Members of the House of Lords, and MPs, you can remind them of this weeks important opinion poll of British doctors. 61% state that they do not want abortion legalised with a further 13% undecided..

Most doctors are so opposed some 76% say that if euthanasia were legalised they would refuse to perform it. Not one single palliative care doctor who responded to the survey said they would be prepared to to practice euthanasia or assisted suicide.

The Hospice Movement has warned of the dire consequences. Dr. Nigel Sykes, Medical director of St. Christopher’s Hospice in London says the Joffe Bill is dangerous and would progress to mental illness.

Euthanasia without express request will inevitably follow. Patients will be made to think that euthanasia is the descent thing to do. The BMA’s opposition to the Joffe Bill has been joined by the Disability Rights Commission who say it will endanger disabled people and also by Help the Aged.

But what will you do? Now is the time to speak out. We don’t need euthanasia, we need more resources for geriatric care and hospices. To die with dignity we don’t need doctors to kill us. Write to Peers at the: House of Lords, London, SW1A – OPW. Further details are at www.parliamentaryprolifegroup.org.uk.

David Alton




NEXT SUNDAY

25 MAY 2003

3.00PM

IN LOVE & HONOUR OF MARY 

OUR HEAVENLY MOTHER 

PLEASE SUPPORT THIS WONDERFUL CUSTOM




gift aid





Gift aid is a scheme whereby donors, who must be UK taxpayers, sign a declaration allowing the parish to claim back the tax on the money given. For example, if you give £10 in the collection the parish can claim back from the government a further £2.80! By signing a gift aid declaration, you are not committing yourself to giving a fixed amount every week. This week you may give £10 next week £20 etc. It is entirely up to you.





Three things are required for us to be able to claim the tax:





1	You must be a UK taxpayer


2	You must complete a declaration


3	We must be able to prove you gave us the money.





Today leaflets explaining the scheme will be available after Mass. If you have any questions please contact our parish organizer Mr. Michael Seviour on 020 8255 – 8614.
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mass intentions


psalter week I; weekday readings of the easter season





5th sunday of easter (B)


18 May 2003





9.30am		People of the Parish


11.30am		Helen Lertoria & Earnest


5.00pm		Deceased Members of the O’Brien Family


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Monday 19th 	Feria


10.00am				Albert & Eileen Brown, RIP


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Tuesday 20th 	Feria


10.00am				Success in exams of: Therese, David, Louis & Anthony


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Wednesday 21st Feria


10.00am				Welfare of Magdalen Crouch


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Thursday 22nd 	Feria


10.00am				Peggy Benson, RIP


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Friday 23rd 		Feria


10.00am				Marcel Delannay, RIP


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Saturday 24th 	Optional Memorial, The Blessed Virgin Mary


10.00am				Success in exams of an ILL relative


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





6th SUNDAY of easter (b) 


25 May 2003





9.30am		Marthe Baudonne, RIP


11.30am		Daphne McLeod


5.00pm				People of the Parish





thursday


exposition, adoration


rosary &


confessions


10am – 12pm


for vocations to the priesthood








may procession 3.00pm








S I N





B I N





exposition, adoration


rosary &


confessions


4.00pm


















































Thank you for: last Sunday’s Collection £550.72


Columban’s £809.74





Jesus, I’m being crushed by my sins.





exposition & benediction       thursday 10.30AM – 12.00pm; sunday 4.00pm





rosary	                          	         monday – saturday    9.40am; sunday 4.00pm





1st holy communion classes	after the 9.30am sunday mass





weddings 	minimum of six months notice (diocesan law)


you must either live in the parish, or be part of the university. 





baptisms	by appointment


you must either live in the parish or be part of the university.


for a child to be baptised at least one of the parents must be a practising catholic and there must be reasonable hope that the child will be raised as a catholic. godparents must be practising catholics.








Confessions: 	Sunday	9.00am – 9.20am; 11.00am – 11.20am; 	4.30pm – 4.50pm


	Thursday	10.40am – 11.40am


		Saturday 	10.30am – 11.00am 





Come to me all who are overburdened








250 club agm


friday 23 may 8.00pm


small hall next to church











