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18 August 2002

        No. 2065
My dear people,

I was delighted when Archbishop Michael asked me to succeed Fr. Dominic as Parish Priest of St. Raphael’s Parish. St. Raphael’s Church is stunning in her beauty and is without question one of the gems of our Diocese. The attraction of the Church is not principally, however, her material beauty but rather what happens in this sacred space - God Himself comes to meet His people, feeding them on His own body and blood and healing and strengthening them through the Sacraments. 

When you and I grow in holiness, our souls become like gardens that have been tended with love and care. The sweet perfume of the flowers (the odour of sanctity) is attractive to the passer by, who stops for rest and refreshment by the stream. We must never forget that the garden planted in us at baptism, when the theological virtues were infused into our souls, is not just for our salvation. It aids us in our mission to bring the message of salvation to the people of Surbiton & the staff and students in our University and invite them to drink deeply from the stream of life welling up and flowing from the heart of Christ.

My intention is that Saint Raphael’s will be a spiritual wellspring where the traveller encounters the Master, living amongst His people in the Blessed Sacrament. Those who thirst will be refreshed. Those who hunger will be satisfied. Those who have lost their way will be given direction. The broken and the wounded will be healed. Those who are weary of the journey will be given new hope & to all will be offered the secret meaning of life: Jesus living amongst His people & His people living the Eucharistic life of love. 

On this my first Sunday, I consecrate the Parish to the Immaculate Heart of Mary our Mother. I ask her to place her mantle over all who live in and pass through our parish. May she grant her maternal blessing to me, God’s unworthy priest, and you His holy people.

May St. Raphael our holy patron watch over and protect us and may we never forget his words to Tobit: Bless God, utter his praise before all the living for the favour he has shown you. Proclaim before all people the deeds of God as they deserve, and never tire of giving Him thanks. It is right to keep the secret of a king, yet right to reveal and publish the works of God as they deserve. Do what is good and no evil can befall you. Tb. 12: 6-7.

Fr. Dominic O’Sullivan

Fr. Dominic has faithfully served the parish for the past thirty years, the last fifteen of those as Parish Priest, so I am very pleased that he will be enjoying his retirement by continuing to reside in the parish. We will be organizing a thanksgiving Mass for him followed by a reception & presentation, in due course. I will inform you of the details when they are finalised.

Sacramental preparation

1st Holy Communion classes, Confirmation formation, RCIA, will soon be beginning, could all catechists, and those interested in helping, please come and see me.

YOUTH 2000

The 10th International festival of prayer and evangelisation will take place in Walsingham, 22 – 26 August 2002. The festival, attracting thousands of young people aged 14 – 35ish, is often described as the gateway back into the Church for young people. The four days are centred on adoration of Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, true devotion to Our Blessed Lady, excellent talks and discussions on the faith and teachings of our Holy Father, as well as wonderful music. Call the bookings hotline: 0193 7579 700/720/730/740. Coaches leave from London. No charge (donations), the parish will sponsor those who wish to attend. See Fr. Vincent.

Parish Workers

I am grateful to all those who are engaged in any aspect of parish life As you can imagine it takes awhile for a new parish priest to find out where everything is and who does what. I should be most grateful, therefore, if you would continue working in that capacity to which you were previously appointed, prior to the Parish becoming vacant. Please make yourself known to me and write down your name address & telephone number, & what you do.

Fr. Vincent’s Induction

Fr. Vincent will be formally inducted as Parish Priest, by Bishop Howard Tripp on Sunday 1st September at the 10.30am Mass.

MASS INTENTIONS

18 August 2002 ~ 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) ~

         Ferial Cycle II ~ Psalter Week 4

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Saturday 17th 

7.00 PM
Church, 1st Mass of Sunday
Gerard O’Brien RIP

Sunday 18th

8.30 AM
St. Joseph’s School, Fairfield 
In Thanksgiving

9.00 AM
Church 
Elizabeth O’Brien RIP

10.00 AM
Claremont Hall, Claremont Road
Frank & Margaret Findlay RIP

10.30 AM
Church 
Rose Castelino RIP

12.00 PM
Church 
Priest’s Intention

5.30 PM
Church 
People of the Parish

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Monday 19th

10.00 AM
Bill Woollscroft RIP

Feria

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Tuesday 20th 
10.00 AM
Bill & Mary RIP

Memorial, St. Bernard, abbot & doctor of the Church 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Wednesday 21st 
10.00 AM
Bride Welster RIP

Memorial, Pope St. Pius X 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thursday 22nd 
10.00 AM
Angela, Jack & Relatives

Memorial, Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Friday 23rd 
10.00 AM
Lydia Roderick (Welfare)

Feria
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Saturday 24th 
10.00 AM
In Reparation

Feast, Apostle St. Bartholomew

7.00 PM
1st Mass of  Sunday
Anne Kelly RIP

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sunday 25th

8.30 AM
St. Joseph’s School, Fairfield 

Dennis Summer RIP

9.00 AM
Church 

Peter Dwyer & Sr. Malachy

10.00 AM
Claremont Hall, Claremont Road 
Tom Mc Cann Intention

10.30 AM
Church 
Patrick Coughlan RIP

12.00 PM
Church 

Hernando Rodrigues (Welfare)

5.30 PM
Church 
People of the Parish

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please remember in your prayers the sick, housebound, those in Surbiton hospital and in particular: Yvonne Flynn, Maureen Ward, Val Cory, Ada Stileman, Doreen Duffy, Inez Vanoli, Dora Storey, Michael Smith, Nan Gower Poole, Christopher Brown, Anne Barry, Adriano Orindi, Joan Meadows, Michael Fitzgerald. 

May the healing hand of Christ touch them and give them strength.

Counters:
Sunday 18 August
Dr. & Mrs E. Cavanagh



Sunday 25 August
Mrs M Kennedy & Mrs Neil Ward

Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection £ 450

PARISH PRIEST’S SURGERY

No appointment needed

Monday 12.00 pm – 7.00 pm

Suitable for enquiries: Baptisms, Weddings, Masses, book appointments, a quick word etc.

At all other times, an appointment is advisable.
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