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12 January 2003



No. 2086

the baptism of our lord jesus christ

old folks christmas party

19 January ~ 3.00 - 5.30pm, Claremont Hall

Tickets, which are completely free, are available from Peter Sebastian. Do come and join us, it will be most enjoyable. Peter also organises lifts to and from the hall. If you either need a lift, or would like to volunteer to give a lift, (maximum of one journey to and from the hall per volunteer), contact Peter.

parish council

Next meeting Tuesday 

28 January, 104 Maple Road.

readers

If you would be willing to read at Mass, please sign the list at the entrance to the Church. This will enable us to draw up a rota. 

finance committee

Next meeting Wednesday 

15 January, 102 Maple Road.

tea & coffee

If people are willing to assist, it would be nice to have tea and coffee after the 9.30am Mass every Sunday. Being a welcoming community is very important.

false teeth

A false tooth was found in the Church. It is not mine! If no one claims it then there will be a dental inspection after all the Masses next Sunday.





Q1
Why are Sundays holy?

A
Jesus rose from the dead on a Sunday and the early Church gathered and celebrated the Eucharist remembering it as the Lord’s Day.

Q2
Does God need me to go to Mass on a Sunday?

A
God is the Supreme Spirit. If we do not go to Mass it in no way detracts from who God is or in any way diminishes His glory or supremacy.

Q3
So why go?

A
The Eucharist is the source and summit of the Christian life. All the sacraments and the whole of the Church’s life, comes from and is orientated towards the Eucharist. It is the source and the sign of our unity as brothers and sisters in Christ. The Holy Spirit enables us (God’s priestly people) to offer perfect worship to God – the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. In the Mass the command of Jesus at the last supper, do this in memory of me, is carried out. The perfect sacrifice offered by Jesus, once and for all on the cross, is re-presented (made present in time) on the altar and is offered, through the priest, in an un-bloody manner, to the Father. In other words, Jesus’ sacrifice is not just confined to a point in history, it is truly made present amongst us. This is possible because it was a divine person, who assumed human nature, who offered himself in sacrifice on Calvary. It is the same priest (Jesus) who offers the same victim (Jesus) in sacrifice. The only difference between the sacrifice of the cross and the sacrifice of the Mass is the manner of the offering; they are one single sacrifice. The fruits of this sacrifice, Jesus gives as a special gift to His bride the Church. The fruits are of course the sacraments, but in particular His body and blood, the gift of himself. The sacraments are seven sacred signs of the New Covenant sealed in the blood of Christ. So when we go to Mass it has a twofold purpose: To worship God in the most perfect way that humans can & to receive the bread of life. That’s why it’s so important to attend and take an active part.

Q4
Wow that’s amazing! So, what are holy days of obligation then?

A
These are special days when we remember major events in the life of Our Lord and of His Blessed Mother and the Saints: Epiphany 5 January; Ascension Thursday 29 May; Corpus Christi 19 June; Assumption 15 August; All Saints 2 November; Christmas Day 25 December.

Q5
Why do we only have to hear Mass?

A
A Catholic is only bound to receive Holy Communion a minimum of once a year during the Easter Season: Palm Sunday to Trinity Sunday. In order to do this a Catholic must be free form mortal sin and be in a state of sanctifying grace. If they are not, they must go to confession, repent of their sins, have a firm purpose of amending their life, do penance and promise not to sin again.

Q6
What is servile work?

A
All unnecessary work: Shampooing the cat, mowing the dog but especially if we are choosing to work just to make extra money and there is really no need.

Q7
Is it really a sin to miss Mass on a Sunday and or a Holy day of Obligation?

A
Yes. The problem however, is not so much the offence given to God but rather the damage that sin does to us. It is natural to us as humans to worship God. It is necessary for our supernatural life to receive worthily the body and blood of Christ. Created in God’s image and likeness it is natural for us to form communities, reflecting the community of love in the Blessed Trinity. It is of supernatural benefit to us to actively participate in the sacred liturgies because together we form the mystical body of Christ, the Church. By your prayers, devotion or singing at Mass you will strengthen the weaker members of the body who may then make a more fervent response and in turn assist you.

Q8
What if I just can’t get to Mass?

A
God never asks the impossible. If we are ill or, through no fault of our own, unable to attend, we should do something special, such as say some prayers or read the Scriptures.

Q9
Can I not go to another Church instead?

A
Going to a non-Catholic Church does not fulfil our obligation. For serious reasons your parish priest can dispense you from the obligation. If you were in a situation where you needed the sacraments and it was physically or morally impossible to approach a Catholic priest, you could go to an Orthodox Church and, with the permission of the Orthodox priest, receive the sacraments. We can never go to an ecclesial community (Church of England, Methodist, Baptist etc.), which does not have valid sacraments and priesthood and is not in full communion (union) with the Catholic Church, and receive the sacraments from them.
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mass intentions


psalter week I





Sunday 12th January 2003 (B)





the baptism of our lord jesus christ





9.30am		The Callan Family


11.30am		Dennis Sumner


5.00pm				People of the Parish





__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Monday 13th 		Feria


10.00am				Welfare of Leann


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Tuesday 14th 		Feria


10.00am				Anniversary of Mary Connolly


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Wednesday 15th 	Feria


10.00pm				A Private Thanksgiving


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Thursday 16th 	Feria


10.00am			Mary Flower, RIP


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Friday 17th  			Memorial, St. Anthony, Abbot


10.00am			Maurice Annett, RIP


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Octave of prayer for Christian Unity


Saturday 18th  	Memorial, Our Lady


10.00am				Service of Remembrance for Pietro Monopoli, RIP


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Sunday 19th January 2003


second sunday (b)





9.30am		People of the Parish


11.30am		Recovery of Mother Mary Benet, OSB


5.00pm				Vincente Zambrano, RIP








Confessions: 	Saturday 	10.30am – 11.00am





	Sunday	9.00am – 	9.20am





		11.00am – 11.20am





		4.30pm – 	4.50pm





		Thursday	10.45am – 11.45am











Exposition & Benediction


Thursday 	10.30am – 12.00pm





Sunday 	4.00pm – 4.30pm


A special time to be quiet and pray before the Lord








Rosary


Monday – Saturday 	9.40am





Thursday 		10.50am





Sunday 		4.00pm


A time to meditate on the life of Our Lord and Our Lady








octave of prayer for christian unity


Saturday marks the beginning of this important period of prayer. Yes, the Church is already united, as unity is one of her four marks. What we are praying for is that all Christians will be externally united in full communion and be able to share the Eucharist together as the sign of unity. Disunity was caused by human pride and ignorance; unity will be a gift of the Holy Spirit facilitated by our honesty and respect of each other.


Various events are being organised locally during the octave, please see the notice boards at the entrance to the Church for details.








1	Keep Sundays and Holydays of obligation holy, by hearing Mass and resting from servile works.
























































Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection


£574.84





parish dinner & dance


A big thank you to all who attended our 29th annual dinner and dance in honour of Fr. Dominic. I thoroughly enjoyed it and Fr. Dominic was very pleased. I would particularly like to thank Pat Flynn who worked so hard to make it such a success, and who was ably assisted by Subash de Menezes. 











