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SUMMARY OF THE LETTER OF HIS HOLINESS POPE BENEDICT XVI TO THE BISHOPS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH CONCERNING THE REMISSION OF THE EXCOMMUNICATION
OF THE FOUR BISHOPS CONSECRATED BY ARCHBISHOP LEFEBVRE

The lifting of the excommunication of the Bishops consecrated by Archbishop Lefebvre has for caused within and beyond the Church, a heated discussion. Many felt perplexed by the event and found it difficult to view it positively. Even though many were disposed in principle to take a positive view of the Pope’s concern for reconciliation, the question remained whether such a gesture was fitting in view of the demands of the life of faith in our time. Some groups, on the other hand, openly accused the Pope of wanting to turn back the clock to before the Council: as a result, an avalanche of protests was unleashed, whose bitterness laid bare wounds deeper than those of the present moment. I therefore feel obliged to offer you a word of clarification, which ought to help understand the concerns which led me to take this step and to contribute to peace in the Church.

An unforeseen mishap for me was the fact that the Williamson case came on top of the remission of the excommunication. The discreet gesture of mercy towards four Bishops suddenly appeared as something completely different. A gesture of reconciliation with a group engaged in a process of separation thus turned into an apparent step backwards with regard to the reconciliation between Christians and Jews. That this took place and upset peace between Christians and Jews and within the Church, is something which I can only deeply deplore. 

Consulting the internet would have made it possible to perceive the problem early on. I have learned the lesson that in the future in the Holy See we will have to pay greater attention to that source of news. I was saddened by the fact that even Catholics who had a better knowledge of the situation, thought they had to attack me with open hostility, for this reason I thank all the more our Jewish friends, who quickly helped to clear up the misunderstanding and to restore the atmosphere of friendship and trust which thank God, continues to exist.

Another mistake, which I deeply regret, is the fact that the extent and limits of the lifting of the excommunication were not clearly and explained at the moment of its publication. An episcopal ordination without a mandate raises the danger of a schism. Consequently the Church must react by employing her most severe punishment – excommunication – with the aim of calling those punished to repent. The remission of the excommunication has the same aim as that of the punishment: namely, to invite the Bishops to return. This gesture was possible once they had expressed their recognition in principle of the Pope and his authority, albeit with some reservations. 

The fact that the Society of Saint Pius X does not possess canonical status in the Church is not based on disciplinary but on doctrinal reasons: until the doctrinal questions are clarified, the Society has no canonical status in the Church, and its ministers – even though they have been freed of the ecclesiastical penalty – do not legitimately exercise any ministry in the Church. 

The Church’s teaching authority cannot be frozen in the year 1962 – this must be quite clear to the Society. But some of those who put themselves forward as great defenders of the Council also need to be reminded that Vatican II embraces the entire doctrinal history of the Church. Anyone who wishes to be obedient to the Council has to accept the faith professed over the centuries and cannot sever the roots from which the tree draws its life.

I hope that this serves to clarify the positive significance and also the limits of the provision, but the question still remains: Was this needed? Was it a priority? Aren’t other things more important? Of course there are more important and urgent matters. I set forth clearly the priorities of my pontificate in the addresses which I gave at its beginning. The first priority for the Successor of Peter was laid down by Our Lord in the Upper Room: "You… strengthen your brothers" (Lk 22:32). Peter himself formulated this priority anew in his first Letter: "Always be prepared to make a defence to anyone who calls you to account for the hope that is in you" (1 Pet 3:15). In our days, when in vast areas of the world the faith is in danger of dying out like a flame which no longer has fuel, the overriding priority is to make God present in this world and to show men and women the way to God. The real problem at this moment of our history is that God is disappearing from the human horizon, and, with the dimming of the light which comes from God, humanity is losing its bearings, with increasingly evident destructive effects.

Leading men and women to God, is the supreme and fundamental priority of the Church and the Successor of Peter. A consequence of this is that we must have at heart the unity of all believers. Their disunity, their disagreement among themselves, calls into question the credibility of their talk of God and the effort to promote a common witness by Christians to their faith. Added to this is the need for all those who believe in God to join in seeking peace, to draw closer to one another, and to journey together, towards the source of Light – this is inter religious dialogue. Whoever proclaims that God is Love "to the end" has to bear witness to love. If the task of working for faith, hope and love in the world is the Church’s real priority, then part of this is also made up of acts of reconciliation. That the quiet gesture of extending a hand gave rise to a huge uproar, and thus became exactly the opposite of a gesture of reconciliation, is a fact which we must accept. But I ask now: Was it, wrong in this case to meet half-way the brother who "has something against you" (cf. Mt 5:23ff.) and to seek reconciliation? Can it be mistaken to work to break down obstinacy and narrowness, and to make space for what is positive and retrievable for the whole? I myself have seen how the return of communities which had been separated from Rome changed their interior attitudes; I saw how returning to the broader Church enabled them to move beyond one-sided positions and broke down rigidity so that positive energies could emerge for the whole. Can we be totally indifferent about a community which has 491 priests, 215 seminarians, 6 seminaries, 88 schools, 2 university-level institutes, 117 religious brothers, 164 religious sisters and thousands of lay faithful? Should we casually let them drift farther from the Church? Can we simply exclude them, from our pursuit of reconciliation and unity? What would then become of them?

Certainly we have heard from some representatives of that community unpleasant things – arrogance and presumptuousness, an obsession with one-sided positions, etc. Yet to tell the truth, I  have also received a number of touching testimonials of gratitude which clearly showed an openness of heart. But should not the Church also allow herself to be generous in the knowledge of  the promise made to her? Should not we, as good educators, also be capable of overlooking various faults and making every effort to open up broader vistas? And should we not admit that some unpleasant things have also emerged in Church circles? At times one gets the impression that our society needs to have at least one group to which no tolerance may be shown; which one can easily attack and hate. And should someone dare to approach them – in this case the Pope – he too loses any right to tolerance; he too can be treated hatefully, without misgiving or restraint.

Dear Brothers, when I first had the idea of writing this letter, by chance, during a visit to the Roman Seminary, I had to interpret and comment on Galatians 5:13-15. I was surprised at the directness with which that passage speaks to us about the present moment: "Do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love be servants of one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself’. But if you bite and devour one another, take heed that you are not consumed by one another." I am always tempted to see these words as another of the rhetorical excesses which we occasionally find in Saint Paul. To some extent that may also be the case. But sad to say, this "biting and devouring" also exists in the Church today, as expression of a poorly understood freedom. Should we be surprised that we too are no better than the Galatians? That at the very least we are threatened by the same temptations? That we must always learn anew the proper use of freedom? And that we must always learn anew the supreme priority, which is love? The day I spoke about this at the Major Seminary, the feast of Our Lady of Trust was being celebrated in Rome. And so it is: Mary teaches us trust. She leads us to her Son, in whom all of us can put our trust. He will be our guide – even in turbulent times. And so I would like to offer heartfelt thanks to all the many Bishops who have lately offered me touching tokens of trust and affection, and above all assured me of their prayers. My thanks also go to all the faithful who in these days have given me testimony of their constant fidelity to the Successor of Saint Peter. May the Lord protect all of us and guide our steps along the way of peace. 

With a special Apostolic Blessing, I remain

Yours in the Lord,

BENEDICTUS PP. XVI

 

From the Vatican, 10 March 2009
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9.30 am Family Mass                                                     The People of the Parish


11.30am Sung Mass                                            Janetta Hammerton-Fraser RIP     5.00pm Quiet Mass                                         Theresa Roberts & Frances Boyle                                                   





Stations of The Cross & Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 4pm.





Mon 23rd March	      Lenten Feria 


10.00am	      Sydney Cudmer (Foundation Mass) 


Tue 24th March	      Lenten Feria


10.00am	      Jorge Augusto Eslava RIP 


Wed 25th March	      The Annunciation  


10.00am	      Mrs P Van der Linden RIP


Thu 26th March	      Lenten Feria  


10.00am	     	      Aileen Corrigan RIP 


Fri 27th March  	      Lenten Feria 


10.00am	      The White & McCarthy Family   


Sat 28th March           Lenten Feria 


10.00am	     The Repose of the Soul of a Muslim Friend   

















9.30 am Family Mass                                                     The People of the Parish


11.30am Sung Mass                                      James & Anastasia McDonagh RIP     5.00pm Quiet Mass                                                                     Pauline Barry RIP                                                   





Stations of The Cross & Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 4pm.
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22nd March 2009





22nd March 2009  4th Sunday of Lent  (B) weekday cycle 1  Psalter iv


Laetare Sunday








Thank you for last Sunday’s Collections


£612.70 loose + £290.30 Gift Aid  = £903.00


Plus £256.61 for Easter flowers











Let's play rounders! Gather your teams of nine players both children and adults to play in Bushy Park. Bring your bats, balls and plenty of water! If you're not in a team then we can make teams on the day - list your name in the porch (see poster) for individual and team players. And don't forget your sunhats and cream too!
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29th March 2009  5th Sunday of Lent  (B) weekday cycle 1  Psalter i











Confessions


Sundays


 9.00am –   9.20am


11.00am – 11.20am


 4.30pm – 4.50pm


Saturday


10.30am – 11.00am


Thursday


11.00am 11.45am


(when there is Exposition)  
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� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://farm1.static.flickr.com/149/410298463_94962d488a.jpg?v=0" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���








Reception after the Easter Vigil. We hope to have a small reception in Alexander House after the Easter Vigil so that the parish can congratulate those who received sacraments at Easter. Would someone like to volunteer to organise this? If so please either speak to Fr. Vincent or Michael in the Parish Office
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Congratulations to all our


Mothers on this their


special day





                          This Wednesday is the 


                          Solemnity of the Annunciation


		            Mary is a young, beautiful, pure and


                                humble woman chosen before the 


                                beginning of time to be the Mother of 


                                God. Mary, although chosen, could 


                                have said no; however, it is her


                                profound love of God that allows her to say yes unconditionally. "Blessed are you who believed what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled" (Luke 1: 45).





The mystery of the Annunciation shows man's relationship with God.  God is our creator and our relationship with Him is through obedience to His will, Our Lady is the most perfect embodiment of this.  Through faith, she listens to the voice of God and freely submits her entire being to his plan. The word obey comes from the Latin ob-audire which means to hear or listen to.  It is Mary's faith, humility and simplicity that allow her to do this.  What the Scriptures say of Christ, can also apply to Mary and every disciple of the Lord: “Then I said, 'As it is written of me in the scroll, behold, I come to do your will, O God" (Hebrews 10: 7).





The Catechism provides a clear teaching about Mary : "The Virgin Mary most perfectly embodies the obedience of faith. By faith Mary welcomes the tidings and promise brought by the angel, believing that with God nothing will be impossible and so giving her assent: 'Behold I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be done to me according to your word'. Elizabeth greeted her: 'Blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her from the Lord'.  It is for this faith that all generations have called Mary blessed. Throughout her life and until her last ordeal when Jesus died on the cross, Mary's faith never wavered. She never ceased to believe in the fulfilment of God's word and so the Church venerates in Mary the purest realization of faith" (Catechism of the Catholic Church 148-149). 





Mary is the perfect disciple of Jesus.  As the ever-virgin Mother, she gave birth to the Incarnate Word, but as the perfect disciple, she gave birth to all of the sons and daughters of Jesus Christ.  As St. Augustine wrote, "Mary is more blessed because she embraces faith in Christ than because she conceives the flesh of Christ". For this reason Jesus said, "Here are my mother and my brothers.  Anyone who does the will of my Father in heaven, he is my brother and sister and mother" (Matthew 12: 50).





Nevertheless, sometimes people have difficulty identifying with the example of Mary. They have the impression that everything was very easy for Mary because she was conceived without original sin. Not everything was clear for her, just as in any manifestation of the divine, there is always a profound moment of light followed by long and trying times of darkness.  Mary was enveloped in the light of God's presence during the Annunciation.  However this brilliance of clarity was followed by the night of faith.  She fulfilled her unconditional yes within the many trials and difficulties of her journey towards eternity.  





Pope John Paul II said, "It is easy to be consistent for a day or two.  It is difficult to be consistent for one's whole life.  It is easy to be consistent in the hour of enthusiasm; it is difficult to be so in the hour of tribulation.  And only a consistency that lasts throughout the whole of life can be called faithfulness.  Mary's 'yes' in the Annunciation finds its fullness in the silent 'yes' that she repeats at the foot of the Cross."


Ave maria











Today is Laetare Sunday 


so called from the first words of the � HYPERLINK "http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08081a.htm" �Introit� at Mass, 


"Laetare � HYPERLINK "http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08344x.htm" �Jerusalem�" or "Rejoice, O � HYPERLINK "http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08344x.htm" �Jerusalem�". The church gives us this Sunday midway through Lent as respite from our Lenten penance. To emphasise this, the colour of the Mass Vestments lightens from Purple to Rose and flowers are again permitted on the Altar. Another explanation for the colour of the vestments is that this Sunday was called "Dominica de Rosa" or “Rose Sunday” because today the pope used to bless the ‘Golden Roses’ that were sent from Rome to Catholic Sovereigns and famous shrines around the world.                                   

















Stations of the Cross every Sunday in Lent at 4pm
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Parish Cake Sale in Aid of the Lenten Project                Next Sunday, the 29th March after the morning Masses.


                  Please get Baking! If you can make or bring a cake


                   please call Becky on 020 8390 3326 or just hand 


                   them in to Alexander House before Mass.   











Deanery Lenten Penitential Service


at St. Joseph’s Church, New Malden on Thursday 26th March at 8.00pm. This will be an excellent way of preparing for Easter by going to Confession
































We adore you O Christ and we bless you because by     your Holy Cross, you have redeemed  the World.





This week’s 


Sanctuary Lamps are 


burning for 


Ginette & Paul Howell 
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The Rosary is recited daily   


9.40am Monday – Saturday


4.00pm on Sundays








Monday





Confirmation Group


5.30pm 


wednesday


Church Cleaning 


After Mass





thursday


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 


10.30am Prayers for Vocations to the Sacred Priesthood concluding with Benediction at 12 noon.


RCIA


7.30pm 








Saturday 


Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 


10.30am -11.00am





First Communion Class


10.30am


12noon





SUNday


Children’s Liturgy


During 9.30am Mass 


for babies and young children 


Cake Sale in aid of Lenten Project


After morning Masses 





     





 





     


.











Parish Walk and Picnic in 


Bushy Park


Sunday 21st June 2009 after 11.30 Mass


A walk from St Raphael’s across the river to Bushy Park for a picnic and games near the children’s playground.


A short or longer walk with experienced walk leaders.  The short walk is suitable for pushchairs.


Bring your own picnic.  Picnic chairs allowed, but no tables.


If anyone is unable to walk, car parking is available at Diana Fountain car park.  Please let us know if you need a lift.. 


Children – there is a sandpit in the playground, so bring your bucket and spade.


Toilets and ice cream van nearby.


Bushy Park needs an idea of numbers in order to grant us a permit for this event, so please RSVP asap to Susie 020 8339 9389 or susieduffy@blueyonder.co.uk








Please take special care when entering and leaving the Church whilst the Scaffolding is around the building and for their own safety, please ensure that Children are supervised at all times.
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Celebrate Love  a non-residential weekend Marriage Enrichment seminar, the weekend 28th & 29th March at Ealing Abbey, W5 2DY or 6th & 7th June at West Malling, Kent ME19.  £90 per couple, meals included.  For information see � HYPERLINK "http://www.celebratelove.co.uk/" \o "blocked::http://www.celebratelove.co.uk/" \t "_blank" �www.celebratelove.co.uk�  and contact Catherine MacGillivray on tel 020 7931 6064 � HYPERLINK "mailto:cathmacgillivray@rcdow.org.uk" ��cathmacgillivray@rcdow.org.uk�  


.

















