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Among the twelve Apostles, three were chosen to be the close companions of our Blessed Lord, Peter, John and James. Only these three were admitted to the house with Our Lord when he raised Jairus’ daughter to life (Luke 8:40 ff.); only these three accompanied Our Lord when he went up mount Tabor and beheld the glorified face of Our Lord at the time of the Transfiguration. (Mark 9:2-7). and only these three witnessed the agony in Gethsemane. (Luke 22:39-45)

It was his faith and zeal which won him his place among this favoured group. He was sometimes impetuous and outspoken; these qualities needed purifying before the “Son of Thunder” could proclaim the Gospel of peace. It was James who suggested fire from heaven to consume the inhospitable Samaritans, and who sought a place of honour beside Christ in His kingdom. Yet Our Lord, in rebuking his presumption, prophesied his faithfulness unto death. (Mark 10:38-40) 

He went to Spain after the death of Our Lord, and remained there for nine years, according to tradition. In the year 44 he returned to Jerusalem where he was preaching and curing the sick and the blind. Two magicians were sent by the authorities to stop him by their charms, but both were converted. His enemies were not defeated by that, however, finally they had him arrested for sedition. A man named Josias, a scribe among the Pharisees, put a cord around his neck and took him before Herod, (This Herod was the grandson of the first, murderer of the Innocents, and nephew of the second, who had the Baptist decapitated.)  He ordered James to be beheaded. The Apostle’s fearless confession of Jesus so moved Josias, that he was converted to Christ and begged pardon of James. He too was then condemned to death and died with James.

He is the patron saint of Spain and is buried in the famous Basilica of Santiago de  Compostela, which is one of the most frequented pilgrimage sites of Europe.
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The Seventeenth Sunday Of The Year (A)


24th July 2005


17th Week of Ordinary Time; Psalter week I.�
�
�
9.30am


11.30am


5.00pm�
Carol Rigg


Agnes Ward (RIP)


People of the Parish�
Rosary & Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 4pm�
�
Monday


10.00am�
25th July


Feast�
St James the Great, Apostle 


Richard Beehan (Welfare)�
�
Tuesday


10.00am�
26th July


Feast�
St Joachim & Anne, parents of Our Blessed Lady 


Paul & Angela Coleman �
�
Wednesday


10.00am�
27th July


Feria�
Wednesday in the 17th Week of Ordinary Time


Deceased parents of Miss Hammerton-Fraser�
�
Thursday


10.00am�
28th July


Feria�
Thursday in the 17th Week of Ordinary Time


Dermot Richardson �
�
Friday


10.00am�
29th July


Memorial �
St Martha 


Rita O’Connor�
�
Saturday


10.00am�
30th July


Memorial�
Our Lady


Patricia Evelyn Moore (RIP)�
�
The Eighteenth Sunday Of The Year (A)


31st July 2005�
�
�
9.30am


11.30am


5.00pm�
Marjorie & Maurice Collins


Catherine Ward (RIP)


People of the Parish �
Rosary & Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 4pm �
�






‘What will convert and save the world? My answer is prayer. What we need is for every parish to come before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament in holy hours of prayer’





Mother Theresa 











Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament


We have exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on Sunday Afternoons from 4.pm – 4.30pm. and on Thursdays from after the 10am Mass until 12noon. If you have time, please make an effort to come and spend some time in silent adoration of Our Lord. 


On Thursdays we pray especially for Vocations to the Priesthood.














Thank you for last Sunday’s collection


Offertory - £486.45 loose & £166.50 Gift Aid 











‘Let no soul fear to come to me, even if its sins be scarlet. I desire that this feast be a refuge and a shelter for all souls, especially for poor sinners. The very depths of my mercy will be opened on that day. I will pour out a sea of graces upon those souls that will approach the fount of my mercy on this day.’


Jesus speaking to St. Faustina. 








After St. Faustina was canonised, our Holy Father Pope John Paul II decreed that the Sunday after Easter could be known as Divine Mercy Sunday. Our Holy Father imparts a plenary indulgence to all the faithful who, in addition to the usual conditions (Sacramental Confession, Holy Communion & prayers for the Pope’s intentions), detached from the affection for sin, take part in the prayers and devotions held in honour of Divine Mercy. For those unable to attend owing to illness, frailty or necessary work for the community, it suffices that they pray the Our Father and the Creed before an image of Our Merciful Lord and in addition pray a devout invocation (e.g. Jesus I Trust in Thee). As well as detesting sin and being detached from the affection for sin, they must have the intention of fulfilling the usual conditions as soon as it is physically and or morally possible.





A plenary indulgence is the total remission of all the temporal punishment due to sin. Usually, a soul that dies in the state of grace but who has not made up for their sins, must go through the purifying fires of purgatory. A plenary indulgence assists a soul into heaven. As such, an indulgence can be applied to either the living or the dead.





�





 





 








Stay with us Lord - The Year of the most Holy Eucharist





The Archbishop invites the whole Archdiocese of Southwark to come together on Saturday 17th September at Aylesford to honour the Holy Eucharist


Gathering 11.30, Mass 12 noon. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, procession and Benediction at 3,30pm.


We have organised a coach from the parish to attend this important event. The cost is £8.00 per person. It will leave from outside the Six Bells Public House in Albert Road, Kingston. (Cars May be parked in the playground of St Joseph’s School.) 


If you would like to attend please complete the slip below and hand it into the Parish Office or Sacristy.











---------------------------------------Tear off the slip here and hand it into the Sacristy-------------------------------


I wish to attend the Day for the Holy Eucharist at Aylesford on Saturday 17th September





Name	___________________________________________ Contact Tel Number _________________





Name	___________________________________________ Contact Tel Number _________________





Name	___________________________________________ Contact Tel Number _________________





Name	___________________________________________ Contact Tel Number _________________





I enclose £                            (£8.00 per person cash or cheque made payable to ‘St Raphael’s Church’)








WANT TO BECOME A CATHOLIC?


NEVER BEEN CONFIRMED?








The Rosary 


is said daily in the Church. 





Monday to Saturday at 9.45am 


Sundays 4pm





Parish Council Meeting, This Wednesday


at 8.pm in  Alexander House. 


 (Please note the change in time)





 ‘The best and most effective way to establish


 everlasting peace on the face of the earth is


 through the great power of adoration of the


 Blessed Sacrament’





Pope John-Paul II  





£499 per person based on two people sharing








�





First Holy Communion for Children in year 3 or higher








�





�





Confirmation for those in year 9 or higher





Confessions


Sundays 9am – 9.20am, 11am – 11.20am & 4.30pm – 4.50pm 


Saturdays 10.30am – 11am. Thursdays 10.40am 11.45am (when there is Exposition) 

















The month of May is traditionally dedicated to Our Blessed Lady.





Please make an effort to attend our annual procession in honour of Our Lady around the grounds of the Church 


Today at 3pm.








�





Church Clean up 


Saturday 13th August 





Volunteers are needed to help give the church a good clean.


Please come along at 11.am


If you can spare a couple 


of hours.








       SEPTEMBER 2005





 























Forms are available in the Sacristy 





St James the Great








Painter & Decorators


We need some volunteers 


To help decorate the small 


ground floor room in the cottage


next to the church, which is going


to be turned into a meeting room.


So if you can wallpaper or paint and have some time to spare, please contact the Parish Office. Thank you





Parish Diary


This Week





Monday


No Baby & Toddler Group, we resume again in September 





Wednesday


Charismatic Prayer Group 7.30 pm 


Church.





Thursday 


No Exposition today, we resume again in September.




















