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CATHOLIC PARISH CHURCH


CHAPLAINCY TO KINGSTON UNIVERSITY





portsmouth road ~ kingston upon thames ~ kt1 2na


tel 020 8 541 4999 (parish/chaplaincy office)





parish priest/chaplain: fr. vincent flynn


4  westfield rd ~ surbiton ~ kt6 4el


tel. 020 8 390 6131





www.straphael.org.uk     parishoffice@straphael.org.uk


























9.30 am	      Family Sung Mass    Berni Family, Susan & Martin 


11.30am	      Sung Mass	         Paddy Clerkin (RIP)


 5.00pm	      Quiet Mass	         People of the Parish	





Weekday Masses are at 10.00am


Mon 19th Advent Feria 			       Private Intention for a Holy Soul





Tue 20th Advent Feria				          Una Annett Welfare


 			


Wed 21st Advent Feria	                            		             Mr & Mrs Roberts


 


Thu 22nd Advent Feria                                                          Margaret Noronha (Welfare)


             


Fri  23rd Advent Feria         In thanks giving to the  Sacred Heart & Our Lady of Lourdes   





Sat 24th  Advent Feria                                                                    Jorge Augusto Eslavia 						











Christmas Eve


6.00pm Family Mass                                      Vocations to the Priesthood


11.30pm Carols followed by Midnight Mass     Alexander Raphael (RIP)





Christmas Day





9.30am Family Mass			                People of the Parish


11.30am Sung Mass				Pope Benedict XVlth   


No Evening Mass or Benediction 





18 th December 2005 ~ 4TH Sunday in Advent (B) ~ psalter week iv
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Weekley Diary 





Monday


Rosary ~ 9.40am





tuesday


Rosary ~ 9.40am





wednesday


Rosary ~ 9.40am


 Church Cleaning 


after 10am Mass


Charismatic Prayer Group


7.30pm


Upper Room





thursday


Rosary ~ 9.40am; 10.40am


Exposition


Praying for vocations to the Sacred Priesthood ~ ends with Benediction


10.30am – 12.00 noon





friday


Rosary ~ 9.40am





saturday


Rosary ~ 9.40am








    18th December 2005	  No. 2239





The Solemnity of Christmas 





Confessions for Christmas





Sunday 18th December 9am - 9.20am, 11.00am – 11.20am, 4.30pm  – 4.50pm  


Thursday 22nd December 10.40am 11.45am.


Saturday 24th December 10.30am – 11.00am, 5.30pm – 5.50pm


(There will be no confessions before Midnight Mass or on Christmas Day) 














Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection





£657.26 Loose


£362.71 Gift Aid





Christmas Mass Times


There are some cards at the back of the church giving details of the Christmas Mass Times. Please take some and pass them on to anyone who would be interested. We also have some larger versions that could be displayed in your windows or perhaps in local shops. If you would like one of these, please ask in the Sacristy after Mass. 





With regard to parking, the council have advised us that the parking restrictions will be lifted at 4.30pm on Christmas Eve in Riverside Close.


For more information regarding parking please telephone the council direct 


on 020 8 547 1333








There will be a 2nd


collection today for                                                                         Christmas          Flowers
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St Raphael’s


Annual Parish Dinner Dance


Friday 13 January at the Hotel Antoinette.


Tickets are £25.00 each for a three course meal and live band.


Hurry tickets are going fast!


       For tickets contact Peter Sebastian 020 8 399 4343


             Or Subash de Menezes 020 8 390 3102


                 Or Patrick Flynn 020 8 399 1944








The Christmas Offering envelopes are now available at the


back of the Church. The Christmas Offering together with the


Easter Offering is traditionally your personal gift to your priest and forms his major source of income.


May God who sees all things done in secret, reward you in equal measure








�








Most of Our Prayer Groups and Sacramental Programmes have now broken up until the New Year. Please check details in the Weekly Diary Section to see which groups are meeting





Please take and sell some raffle tickets from the back of the Church for our grand draw which will take 


place at the Parish Dinner Dance.


Please also  return your Stubbs for sold tickets as soon as possible


Thank you 





Volunteers needed please 





Counters We need volunteers to go on to the Counting Rota, this is the group of people who take it in turns to count the Sunday Collection). Please contact the Parish Office for more details. 





Church Cleaners. On Wednesday mornings after the 10am Mass a loyal band of people who clean our Church. More volunteers are need to help them. If you have half an hour free on a Wednesday morning, please come along after Mass and help.  








Congratulations to those people on the RCIA course who will be accepted into the order of Catechumens at the 9.30am Mass today and also to our First Holy Communion Children who made their First Confession on Thursday Night.





4th Sunday of Advent





Christmas is almost here.   Many people have already begun their travels.  Overcrowded shops gather the last minute shoppers.  The tree is decorated, and the manger scene awaits the presence of the Christ child.  Children are excited about the imminent visit of Father Christmas.


	The external aspects of our Christmas celebration only make sense if we keep our attention fixed on whom it is that we are celebrating.  Christmas is the birthday of Jesus.  This Sunday's gospel passage focuses our attention on the one central reality of Christianity: that the Word became man and dwelt among us.  On the Fourth Sunday of Advent, the Church allows us to contemplate this reality through Mary, the Mother of Jesus.


Mary is a young, beautiful, pure and humble woman chosen before the beginning of time to be the Mother of the Incarnate Word.  This calling is announced to her by the Angel Gabriel who appears to her.  Mary, although she has been chosen, could have said no to God's will; however, it is her profound love of God that allows her to say yes unconditionally.  "Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled"  (Luke 1: 45).


 	It is clear that the mysteries of the Annunciation and the Incarnation indicate man's relationship with God.  God is our creator and our relationship with Him is through obedience to His will.  The Blessed Virgin Mary is the most perfect embodiment of this relationship between God and man.  Through faith, she listens to the voice of God and freely submits her entire being to the plan of God over her life.  The word obey comes from the Latin ob-audire which means to hear or listen to.  It is Mary's faith, humility and simplicity that allow her to listen to God and to put His plan into practice.  What the Scriptures say of Christ, can also apply to Mary and every disciple of the Lord: 


"Behold, I come to do your will, “ (Hebrews 10: 7).











  A big thank you to Tom  Morrell and everyone who helped 


and  supported  the Christmas Market last Sunday 


which raised £2032.33.


Next week’s Newsletter will give more details .








Christmas Carols





Today Sunday at 3pm we shall have our annual Carol 


   Service in the Church 


followed by mince pies and mulled wine.





Children are invited to dress as Shepherds & angels and join the procession to the crib. 


There will also be craft activities for them in Alexander House.





(There will be no Rosary & Benediction today at 4pm)











