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CATHOLIC PARISH CHURCH  ~  CHAPLAINCY TO KINGSTON UNIVERSITY





portsmouth road ~ kingston upon thames ~ kt1 - 2na ~ tel 020 8 541 4999 (office)





Fr. Vincent Flynn ~ parish priest/chaplain





4  westfield rd ~ surbiton ~ kt6 - 4el ~ tel. 020 8 390 6131





www.straphael.org.uk     parishoffice@straphael.org.uk























              9.30 am Family Mass                             Agnes & Patrick Ward RIP         


              11.30am Sung Mass                                              Hilda Barlow RIP 


              5.00pm Quiet Mass                                   The People of the Parish





Parish Carol Service at 6.00pm (No Rosary & Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament)   





Mon 22nd December	Advent Feria     


10.00am		  	Denis Pearce RIP


Tue 23rd December	Advent Feria     


10.00am			Madeleine O’Sullivan RIP 


Wed 24th December	Advent Feria     


10.00am 		All Past & Present Members of the Annett Family 



































Fri 26th December	St. Stephen 


10.00am 		The Decease Members of the Swallow & Jarvis Families 


 Sat 27th December	St. John      


10.00am 		Christina Coombs RIP











9.30 am Family Mass            The Berni Family, Susan Martin & Francesca Poulter


     11.30am Sung Mass                                                              The People of the Parish                                          


5.00pm Quiet Mass         The well-being of Sebastian, Rita, Paul & Stephanie Ferro





4.pm  Rosary & Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament   


Mon 29th December	St. Thomas of Canterbury 


10.00am		William Larkin RIP (Foundation Mass)


Tue 30th December	Sixth day of the Octave of Christmas


10.00am		Gerard Barrau  


Wed 31st December	Seventh day of the Octave of Christmas


10.00am		All Past & Present Members of the Annett Family


Thu 1st January 		Mary Mother of God


10.00am		The Deceased members of the Feriari & Stileman families  


Fri 2nd January                    SS. Basil & Gregory Nazianzen


10.00am		In reparation for the sin of abortion 


Sat 3rd January 		The Holy Name of Jesus


10.00am		The Altar Society (Foundation Mass)














9.30 am Family Mass            Stan Cowley RIP


11.30am Sung Mass                         Ann Doyle RIP


5.00pm Quiet Mass         The People of the Parish





4.pm  Rosary & Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament)














�








21st & 28th December 2008 





21st December The Fourth Sunday in Advent  (B) Psalter Week iv





�





The Christmas Offering envelopes are now available at the back of the Church. The Christmas and Easter Offerings are traditionally your personal gift to your priest and forms his major source of income.





May God who sees all things done in secret, reward you in equal measure














                   Parking on Christmas Eve





The Council have advised us that the Parking restrictions will be lifted at 4pm on Christmas Eve. For more information contact the Parking Shop on 020 8 547 1333





The First Holy Communion Class is now on holiday until the 10th January  and the RCIA group until the 15th January











If you would like a Sanctuary Lamp to burn night and day contact either the  parish office or the sacristan. Recommended donation is £5





4th January 2009  The Epiphany of the Lord  (B) Psalter Week ii
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� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.silk.net/RelEd/graphics/4-aw.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Christmas Message





There is nothing more heart warming than to see a child’s face mesmerised as they kneel at the manger and gaze at the images of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. Many a child has been so captivated that they have tried to climb in and hold the baby Jesus! Though the manger depicts poverty, it radiates warmth and security and above all love. Love captivates and draws you in. It enables you to trust and so grow in stature. God comes amongst us with no external signs of Divinity but in silent love. There is nothing to fear. Embrace the Holy Child and invite Him to enter into your spiritual house.





St. Raphael’s provides a haven of peace for so many. The warmth and welcome which people receive is always commented on with genuine gratitude. I am so grateful to the many people who work quietly behind the scenes ensuring that St. Raphael’s continues in her mission of gently drawing people to Christ.





Wishing you and your loved ones every blessing,





Fr. Vincent Flynn





Parish Priest











Crib offerings
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28th December 2008 The Holy Family  (B) Psalter Week i














Thank you for Last Sunday’s Collections


£608.70 loose & £231.00 Gift Aid =  £839.70


Plus for Christmas Flowers £221.81
































Christmas Eve


6.pm Family Mass  - Vocations to the Priesthood


11.30pm Carols Followed by Solemn Midnight Mass – Alexander Raphael RIP


Christmas Day


9.30am Family Mass – The People of the Parish


11.30am – The Holy Father.


(No Evening Mass) 








Our Parish School, St. Joseph’s  is looking for a School Meals Supervisory Assistant to work  12.05pm -1.15p.m. Monday-Friday Salary £1,983  Please contact the school office on Telephone: 020 8546 7178 or e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:jsp@rbksch.org" ��jsp@rbksch.org�  for an application form and further details.


Closing date:  16th January 2009





The 2009 Parish Diaries are on order but there has been a delay with the printers. They hope to have them with us for the 1st week in January 











�








Please join us this afternoon (21st December) for our Parish Christmas Carol Service followed by a delicious glass of hot mulled wine and mince pies that will prepare you for the joy and spirit of Christmas. Come and join in, singing favourite 


carols and listening to selected readings with 


St. Raphael's Parish Church Choir, with accomplished brass band


      player, instrumentalists and children of the parish. 














  This year the donations left at our crib will be donated to the Comboni Sisters 


in Bethany – the convent where our Parish Pilgrimage stayed during our recent Pilgrimage.





  The Sisters have been in Bethany for sixty years, serving the local community.


  Attached to the convent is a small children’s nursery where the sisters try to provide education and safety for the most vulnerable. The Convent straddles both Israeli and Palestinian territory.  One morning last year the sisters awoke to find workmen chopping down trees in their garden; soldiers explained that "for their own security" they were going to fix high sections of concrete along the entire length of the boundary wall completely surrounding their house. It was the first the sisters had learned of the plan, and they were horrified. The wall now circles three sides of the property. It casts a deep shadow over the nursery and its adjoining children's playground. The whole area has been heavily militarised for years. Soldiers freely pass through the grounds day and night.





  The point of entry from Bethany to Jerusalem is via an army checkpoint located in a gap in the 20ft high solid concrete wall. Armed soldiers ask visitors to explain why they want to enter. They check passports and bags before allowing people to walk through a metal gate then along a narrow dirt track bordered by steel barriers. Although the soldiers are polite, they are carrying automatic weapons and the looming wall and steel barriers together create a threatening atmosphere.





Sr. Gianfranca says: ‘The children are from very poor families. We are able to provide free places, some can pay a little. The nursery is a way of keeping in touch with the families. It gives us a reason to meet with them and talk. The children often include the security wall in their drawings.’ In an atmosphere where children are exposed to violence and cruelty, the sisters try to cultivate values that will help them cope with this tragic situation. If this was not work enough for this small community of sisters they are now reaching out to the Bedouin, many of whom have been displaced and have no access to medical supplies.





Please be generous in supporting the sisters in this work and particularly at this time of year, pray for peace amongst all the peoples who live in the Holy Land.





         This weeks Sanctuary Lamps  are burning for  


     Fr. Dominic O’Sullivan RIP


& Our Holy Father 


Pope Benedict. 


For the week beginning the


28th December they will burn


 for  the Intentions of the Charismatic Prayer Group


 and Fr. Vincent.


 








2009 Southwark Catholic Directories  are also available costing £3.50. Please put money for these in the Newspaper Box.




















